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Majesty's father, King Henry the Eighth, he re-
minded her, had recognised and established the
right of the gentry in England to resist the over-
bearing spirit of the grandees.

There was no duel. The Earl of Oxford took
shelter in the Queen's favour, and in her order that
he was not to fight. Some time afterwards he sent
a messenger, said to have been Walter Raleigh, to
propose to Sidney that their disagreement should
cease; and Sidney appears to have expressed him-
self satisfied. At any rate, we hear no more of the
quarrel. Two years later several of Sidney's friends
alleged that Oxford had plotted his murder, intend-
ing to steal into his bed-chamber and stab him ; but
the story needs confirmation, and, if there was any
truth at all in it, it may be assumed that no murder
was actually attempted.

How Sidney regarded the quarrel while it was
hottest may be seen from a letter he wrote to Sir
Christopher Hatton on the 28th of September, 1579.
"As for the matter depending between the Earl of
Oxford and me," he said, " certainly, sir, howsoever
I might have forgiven him, I should never have
forgiven myself, if I had lain under so proud an
injury as he would have laid upon me. Neither can
anything under the sun make me repent it, nor any
misery make me go one half word back from it.
Let him therefore, if he will, digest it. For my
part, I think tying up makes some things seem
fiercer than they would be."

Even the devout Languet considered that Sidney
was right in challenging his insulter to a duel. " I